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We never embrace a better way of life by straying from God’s paths. We 

never improve the quality of our lives by failing to listen to God.  

 

Just like the ancient Israelites we live in a culture where there are multiple 

voices and influences all around us. Today’s passage is a severe warning to 

guard our hearts and minds from turning to any alternative spiritual 

influences other than God.  

 

God must be the sole voice of spiritual influence in our lives. 

 

We are going to look at 2 aspects of spiritual fidelity:  

 

1. We must not participate in the deeds of darkness (vs. 9-14)
1
. 

 

As we come to Deut. 18, let me remind you that the book of Deuteronomy is 

Moses’ last words to the Israelites before he dies and Joshua leads them into 

the promised land. Remember, they are coming into an inhabited land and its 

inhabitants are not a people of light—they are not morally upright, godly 

people. They are a pagan people known for their occult practices.  

 

This made God’s people susceptible to spiritual influences that are hostile 

toward God and His holiness. Verses 10-11 describe what the Canaanites are 

like. They have become so steeped in the occult that they have embraced the 

practice of child sacrifice—burning some of their own children in the fire to 

appease their false gods. By the way, both the old and new testament indicate 

that these false gods they worshiped were not just the figment of their 

imagination but actually demons (Deut. 32:17; I Cor. 10:20).  

Verse 10 goes on to describe how the Canaanites used divination, practiced 

witchcraft, interpreted omens, acted as sorcerers, and cast spells, along with 

                                                           
1
 Ephesians 5:11—“do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness but 

instead even expose them.” 

mediums, spiritists, and those who call up the dead. They are invading a very 

dark culture.  

 

The most crucial question for the Israelites to wrestle with is, what is God’s 

attitude toward these things? Three times in these few short verses, God 

declares that these practices are detestable: 

� [Vs. 9]:  

� [Vs. 12]:  

 

That which is detestable in God’s sight is by nature unholy, wicked, or evil. 

And because these detestable things are evil, God will set His wrath against 

them. Revelation 9:20-21 and 21:8 declare that those who fail to repent of 

these very practices and others will be cast into the Lake of Fire. 

 

Life Principle: There is no neutral spirituality. It is either light or dark, holy 

or demonic.  

 

We would be wise to not take this warning lightly that is given twice in vs. 9 

and 10: 

�  Vs 10—“there shall not be found among you anyone” who does 

these abominable things.  

� Vs. 9—“you shall not learn to imitate the detestable things…”  

 

Generally speaking the more informed we can be, the better (health, politics, 

etc.). But not so with occult practices. We need a basic awareness of their 

danger and how to help rescue those who have been entrapped by them, but 

we should certainly not preoccupy ourselves with them. Make the Bible your 

source of information on these things. The Bible gives us as much 

information as we need. 

 

Rule of thumb: When it comes to encountering witchcraft, sorcery, and the 

like in our culture today, apart from necessary encounters with the forces of 

darkness, the Christian’s attitude should be, “I’ll have nothing to do with it.”  

 

For example, when you are channel surfing and you come across some flick 

that involves sorcery or mediums, the best thing to do is to pass right by it—

don’t give it the time of day. Why? Because vs. 13 gets us to the heart of the 



issue: “You shall be blameless before the Lord your God.” In other words, 

your life should be free and pure of any such influences. If you love God, 

you will not enjoy what hates Him.  

 

I realize that witchcraft and sorcery have become a popular form of 

entertainment in the media these days. Many Christians are 

entertained by it saying that what they are watching or reading isn’t 

genuine witchcraft, its just fiction, just entertainment. Is it any more 

appropriate to use the same argument about pornographic material, 

that its just entertainment and not the real thing? They are not 

different. They are both a celebration of evil that was punishable by 

death in the law.  

Don’t let yourself be amused, entertained, and delighted by that 

which God hates. (when we read of these things in the Bible it is a 

warning for us to have the fear of God. Entertainment with evil does 

not produce the fear of God but rather inoculates us to the fear of 

God.   

I’m not being legalistic by telling urging you to be selective in your 

entertainment. It’s an obvious implication of loving God with all your heart. 

When you love God with all your heart, you will love what God loves and 

hate what God hates.  

 

Romans 16:19—“…be wise in what is good, and innocent in what is evil” 

Matt 10:16—“…be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves” 

 

The goal is not to see how far we can dabble in these things without getting 

burned but rather to make it our ambition to please the Lord as much as 

possible. Asking the question, “how far is permissible” is the wrong 

question. Rather we should ask, “how can I make it my ambition to be most 

pleasing to the Lord?” (cf. 2 Cor. 5:9). This principle is transferable to other 

areas of life such as money, modesty, etc. The way we excel in a life of 

purity and faithfulness to God or in stewardship or modesty, is to make it our 

greatest ambition in all things to be pleasing to the Lord.  

 

There is no other conclusion that can be legitimately drawn from Deut. 18 

than this: Be blameless of any alternative spirituality because any dabbling in 

spiritual darkness makes you blameworthy before God. His judgment will 

not overlook it. Don’t be liable of the same blame that provoked God’s wrath 

against His enemies.  

 

Yet there’s more to Deut. 18 than just a warning of what we should not listen 

to. Of greatest importance is who we must listen to because it is none other 

than God Himself.  

 

2. We must pursue the voice of God (vs. 15-22). 

 

The voice of God was not some mysterious, mystical experience. It was so 

overwhelming that when they heard the voice of God at Mt Sinai through 

thunder, lightning, smoke, and the piercing sound of a trumpet, they were 

afraid that they would die and pleaded with Moses to speak to them on behalf 

of God (vs. 16). But what would happen when Moses died? Who would 

speak God’s word to them?  

 

Moses assures them that God would raise up another prophet like himself 

(vs.15). In verse 18, the Lord Himself makes this promise: “I will raise up a 

prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in 

His mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.”  

 

So we know that this prophet would: 

� Be God’s choice—“I will raise up a prophet” (vs. 18) 

� Be God’s man and follow God’s model. That is, he would be one of 

God’s covenant people and he would resemble Moses—“…from 

among their countrymen like you” (vs.18) 

� Speak God’s message—“I will put my words in his mouth and he 

shall speak to them all that I command him.” (vs.18) 

� Carrie God’s authority with His message--“It shall come about that 

whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak in my 

name, I myself will require it of him.” (vs. 19).  

 

 

 



So who would this prophet be? The answer is two-fold: 

1. On the one hand, there would be an entire line of prophets that God 

would raise up throughout history to walk in Moses footsteps and 

declare God’s word directly to His people. Prophets like Elijah, 

Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, Haggai, etc.  

2. On the other hand, none of these prophets would quite match the 

stature of Moses. Moses was unique among the prophets: 

• Num 12:6-8: “God said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet 

among you, I, the LORD, shall make Myself known to him in a vision. I 

shall speak with him in a dream. Not so, with My servant Moses, He is 

faithful in all My household; With him I speak mouth to mouth, Even 

openly, and not in dark sayings, And he beholds the form of the 

LORD." 
 

• Exodus 33:18: “Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to 

face, just as a man speaks to his friend.” � This was said only 

of Moses! 
 

So when Moses says that God will raise up another prophet like himself 

(singular), he’s not just talking about someone to fulfill the prophetic office, 

but someone of unprecedented greatness. In fact, Deut. 34:10 says, “since 

then no prophet has arisen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to 

face.” 

In the New Testament both Peter (Acts 3:2-23) and Stephen (Acts 7:37) in 

preaching and defending Jesus as the Messiah, pointed to Deut. 18 as 

fulfilled in Christ. Yet Jesus is much more than a prophet (Heb. 3:1-6). He’s 

not just a man in whom God put His words. He is the Son of God, God 

Himself. He is the living Word, the perfect revelation of God in human flesh. 

It’s no wonder then that on the Mt. of transfiguration, the voice of God from 

heaven declared, “This is my beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased. 

Listen to Him!”  

So what does all of this have to do with us in the 21
st
 century?  

1. There are many today who claim to be prophets. Deut. 18 warns us 

to be on guard for 3 kinds of false prophets.  

a. Those who speak presumptuously. That is, they claim to be 

speaking on God’s behalf, but they are speaking their own 

message—often for personal gain (vs. 20).  

b. Those who speak in the name of a false god—they are false 

prophets because they speak on behalf of false gods (vs. 20).  

c. Those who speak a false word. Vs. 22, says that if a prophet 

claims to speak in the name of the Lord but his prophecy 

does not come true, he is a false prophet—without 

exception—because when God speaks it will always come 

true. His word never fails (vs. 22).  

This doesn’t mean, however, that just because a prediction 

comes true that the prophet is true. We know from Deut. 13 

that even false prophets can at times exercise satanic power 

and accomplish impressive signs just like the magicians in 

Egypt.  

The powers of darkness are real, and they are powerful, 

and they are not to be flirted with.  

Note: Notice that in the Old Testament, false prophets were 

to die (vs. 20). God will not excuse those who misuse His 

name and His Word. We must never trifle with the Word of 

God.  

2. A true prophet always speaks in keeping with the perfect revelation 

of Christ. Rev. 19:10—“the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy.”  

� So if his message is not centered on Christ and his life is not 

carefully modeled after Christ he is not a true prophet.  
 

3. Today we have the advantage of the Scriptures. The Bible contains a 

record of the true prophetic word and more importantly the 

revelation of Christ who is the climax and ultimate fulfillment of all 

prophecy. In as much as it was a life or death matter to heed the true 

word of God and not abuse speaking in His name, so today it is a 

matter of eternal life or death to bring our lives under the authority of 

Jesus—He is the living Word! 

I John 5:12—“God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He 

who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 

have the life.” 


